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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Once again we can say 


“NEXT TIME, TRY THE TRAIN" 





The above announcement in current Southern Pacific advert- 
isements heralds a new drive on the part ot the railroads to 
persuade those:who perhaps have never even riddén on a train, 
much less the modern streamliners to try the peace-time comfort, 
speed and safty of rail transportation. The new Shasta Day- 
light is only one of a number of new streamliners that the rail- 
roads will offer, but not until the last of the old day coaches 
is retired will we be safe from the criticism, so pay made, 
that the proper facilities were not provided in the past. 


Again the railfans can resume their private campaigns to 








bring new riders to the rails as well as again begin riding hhe 
favorite roads purely for pleasure. We can look forward both 
as individuals and as groups to riding the railroads to points 
of interest. 


A recent visitor from central New York outlined a plan 
used sucessfully in that area to operate trips under the over- 
all sponsorship of an area committee representing all railfan 
and model clubs. Why such a plan could not be made to work 
in the Bay Area is a question to be asked of your individual 
club officers. At one time The Western Railroader headed 
such a movement only to find personallities clash. 


une possible benifit would be a uniform enforcement of 
rules of conduct on fan trips to eliminate those unsafe and 
irresponsible acts of that small minority which have from time 
to time reflected very poorly upon the railtan movement. The 
individual clubs have in recent months acted to prevent any 


recurrence, but a united action might stamp such practiges out 
completelye 


The production of issue #82 on the Railroads and Steamers 
of Lake Tahoe was more or less of an experiment in the post-pay- 
ment plan of special issues. We are asking our readers to 
send in 25¢ each toward a fun for the next such issue. The 
fund accumulated will determin whether any further issues or 
this type will be attempted. Your returns will furnish the 
capital funds to finance further extra size issues. The basic 
rate will remain the same, it will be a matter of your paying 
what you feel The Western Railroader are worth to you. 

Francis Guido, Editor-Publisher 
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My ‘Favorite Rail-Photo 


From the collection of Lucius Beebe 





The Tonopah and Goldfield, one of the four remaining 
short line railroads of Nevada, the other three being the 
celebrated Virginia and Truckee, the Nevada Northern and 
the Nevada Copper Belt, runs through some of the most 
desolate desert in the whole American west. From Mina, 
where it connects with the Southern Pacific, it extends 
to the historic mining towns of Tonopah and Goldfield. 

The day this action shot was taken near Gilbert Junction 
the Tonopah and Goldfield's one serviceable coach, a hand- 
somely maintained affair of red plush and mahogany, was in 
the shops at Goldfield and the consist included a gas- 
electric combination car with its motors turned off. When 
the author was last in Tonopah, in 1945, the management was 
muttering about diesels, an ambition shortly thereafter 
achieved, as was recorded in a recent issue of "The Western 
Railroader." Here numbers 56 and 57, 2=-8-O's, double- 
head eleven tank cars, three box cars, the combination 
gas-electric and a cabooses 


(Iueius Beebe's "Highball, A Pageant of Trains" is now 
back in print after being out of stock because of the 
Christmas demand--Editor) 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC RESUMES MERCHANDISE SERVICE 

Overnight merchandise service ror less than 
carload shipments have been resumed on the Southern 
Pacific between Portland, southern Oregon and Coos 
Bay area points as of February 4th. Train 329 is 
used southbound from Portland to Ashland and inter- 
mediate points together with 354 trom Eugene to the 
Coos Bay area. Northbound trains 330 from Ashland and 333 
from Coos Bay carry shipments to rortland. Distribution 
from Roseburg, Medford and Coos Bay is handled by PMT trucks. 
Restoration of other overnight merchandise service is expectéd 
as rapidly as conditions will permit, 





CALIFORNIA WESYERN WASHED OUT BY WINTER RAINS 
The Noyo River reached the highest stage 

that it has been for many years this winter 
washing out the California Western in about 
twenty places between Fort Bragg and Marwedel. 
No trains ran from December 27 to January 10th, 

but trains are again running over the entire line. 

PE -- Golding 

VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE "BACK ON ITS FEET" 

The Virginia & Truckee Railway has operated its first 
double header since 1941 on a 14 car train recently. Now 
out of receivership the road is said to be "back on its 
feet" according to Nevada newspapers.=-=--Goodell 

#dbHER HAE 
YOSEMITE VALLEY TRACKS USED BY SOUTHERN PACIFIC 

The Southern Pacific has been granted per- 
mission to use the Yosemite Valley Railroad 
tracks in Merced during the liquidation period 
to expedite the removal of the property until 
January 1, 1947. -- Snook 

BAA EH AEH EE 
PLASTER CITY NARROW GAUGE BEING RECONDITIONED 

The United States Gypsum Gompany is spending more than 
$500,000 to recondition its 26 mile narrow gauge railroad 
running north from Plaster City, California. New bridges, 
creosoted ties and heavier rail in places are being installed. 
A new Porter diesel-electric locomotive is scheduled for 
delivery about July, 1946. Locomotives #8, 2=8-0, ex-Nevada 
County Narrow Gauge #8, and #14, 2-6-0, Porter, 1900, will 
probably be disposed of while #12, 2-6-0, Porter, will be 
maintained as standby powere --- Al Rose 


i EAE EEE EEE 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA STEAM LINES USE ELECTRIC TRAILERS 

The Santa Fe is using the following "Big Red 
Cars" formerly used on Southern Pacific's Inter- 
urban Electric: Numbers 435, 436, 438, 439, 440, 
441, 442, 443, 444, 445, 446, 447 and 449. The 
cars are painted red with "A.T. & S.Fe" across 
the letterboard in yellow. Care 441 has a stan- 
Gard AeAeRe coupler on one end and 449 is equipped with a 
coupler adapter. --~ The Union Pacific is using Maritime 
Commission's New York, Westchester and Boston electric cars 
on the run to Riverside. --- Jack Whitmeyer 

ia PEE A tH Ht EEE 

The Spokane International has scrapped its Number 916, 
2-8-0, acquired from the Delaware and Hudson at the beginn- 
ing of the war. --- Tom Kreuts 
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PAIR of de luxe diesel-powered streamliners, 
to be called Shasta Daylights, will be placed in 
daily service on a daytime run between San Fran- 
isco and Portland, President A. T. Mercier an- 
ounced last month. 

Plans were also revealed for progressive stream- 
ining of the Cascades, premier sleeping car trains 
on the same route. 













It is the aim to have the new super coach trains 
in service by the end of the year, and it is hoped 
the new Cascade equipment can begin arriving early 
in 1947. In the meantime, it is the intentiof to im- 
prove the present running time of the Cascades 
when heavy traffic subsides sufficiently to permit 
faster schedules. 


The Shasta Daylights will leave San Francisco 
and Portland in the morning and reach their des- 
tinations in the late evening, operating via the fast 
Cascade line of the Shasta Route. In announcing 
these coach streamliners, President Mercier said: 


“We have given our ideas to the designers of the 
car building companies and they are now working 
out the technical details and specifications. As soon 
as this information is available and bids can be 
made, the orders will be placed.” ; 

The Shasta Daylights will be postwar editions of 
Southern Pacific’s famous Daylights on the coast 
and valley runs between San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, which have become widely known as 


“everybody’s streamliners” because of their low- 
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Plans Announced for Diesel-powered Streamliners 
On Daytime Run Between San Francisco and Portland 





cost luxury trips. Each of the new trains will have 
14 cars in addition to the diesel-electric power units 
and, besides the coaches, will include baggage car, 
diner, kitchen car, coffee shop, tavern car and 
observation-parlor car. The diner-kitchen-coffee 
shop will form a three-car unit, with the kitchen in 
the center. 


Exterior color scheme of the new coach stream- 
liners will be the red, orange and black of the San 
Francisco-Los Angeles Daylights. Interior colors 
will reflect the landscape along the route to be 
traveled. 

While details of the train design, interior equip- 
ment and furnishings are not ready for announce- 
ment at this time, it was disclosed that new-type 
windows are being planned to give passengers a 
wide-angle view, vertically as well as horizontally. 
It was also pointed out that when the new trains 

\start operating, Southern Pacific Daylight stream- 
liner service will be available for almost the entire 
length of the Pacific Coast. 

In connection with plans for progressive stream- 
lining of the Cascades, it was stated that as soon as 
designs can be completed, orders will be placed for 
three-car diner-lounge units, similar to the luxuri- 
ous and unique triple units now in the San Fran- 
cisco-Los Angeles Larks. Streamlined sleeping cars 
will also be added when such equipment can be 
delivered by manufacturers. 




















PACIFIC ELECTRIC BUYS MARITIME COMMISSION CARS 

The Pacific Electric has purchased the re- 
maining Maritime Commission's former Interurban 
Electric Railway cars used in the Los Angeles 
area during the war. Of the 59 motors and 2 
trailers originally brought south from the Bay 
Area, the two trailers were disposed of and 30 
motors were sold to the Pacific Electric in 1944 (4600- 
4629), 7 motors were made trailers and sold to the Union 
Pacific, and the remaining 22 were sold to the Pacific 
Electric only recently. Pacific Electric will number 18 
motors to 4630-4647 while four combination cars will be 
mumbered 4700-47035. A modernization plan for 4500's, 
4600's and 4700's has been designed to bring these cars 
up to modern apointments. --- Interurban News 


AEE EA EE 
Visalia Electric's 501, a small diesel-electric, was 
shopped at West Oakland diesel-electric shop of the sgouth- 
ern Paciric during Februarye 


tHE HAE 


SALT LAKE & UTAH RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PLANNED 

Hearings are now underway before the Utah Public Service 
and Interstate Commerce Commissions for the abandonment of 
service on the 102 mile long Utah interurban line running 
between Salt Lake City and Payson. The line has been run- 
ing in the red since 1939 due principally according to 
company witnesses to competition of subsidized highway 
transportation. 














- THE SYMBOL OF QUALITY IN RAILROAD PHOTOGRAPHY - 





ANNOUNCING A NEW SERIES OF "T.K. PHOTOGRAPHS" IN THE ELECTRIC FIELD 





S.F.OAKLAND & SAN JOSE Also Reno, Sen Francisco, 
NORTHERN ELECTRIC ore ~ ee: 
—y se, Forest Gro 
a Mt. Hood Ry. & Power. 
TECRASILK SUPPLEMENT LIST A-] WITH ABOVE LISTINGS .... FREE. 


REGULAR CATALOG INCLUDING SUPPLEMENT...$.10; WITH SAMPLE...$.50. 


STEAM AND ELECTRIC RAILWAY SUBJECTS AVAILABLE FROM ALL ERAS OF RAIL- 
ROADING. LISTS OF FERRIES, OLD WEST VIEWS, ETC. UPON REQUEST. 


--- NEVER FADES ! 
RAILROADIANA SPECIAL: 1887 SOUTH PAC. COAST TIMETABLE FACSIMILE, $1. 
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MUNICIPAL RAILWAY CUTS BACK 20 LINE 


The Municipal Railway ot San Francisco has 
discontinued street car operations on its number 
20 line west of Divisadero and cars are replaced 
by busses on Sundays and Holidays on the entire 
line. Busses now operate from Golden Gate Park 
via Stanyant, Oak and Divisadero while street cars 


still operated along 
the Southern Pacific 


Ellis, O'Farrell and Fourth Street to 
Depot. 


The paint shop is experimenting with an all yellow 


front with blue trim 


for night and fog visibility. 


The raise in fare to 10¢ cash, 8-1/3 ¢ token has been 
delayed by the 0.PeA. suit. California Street Cable has 
an application on file to raise its fares to thése rates 
to preserve the universal transfer privilege now prevailing 
between the two systems. 


The delay in the fare increase has postponed several 
orders for new equipment which had been planned for 1946. 


In the order for the 


ten new street cars was an option for 


the purchase of 20 more which may not be exercised. A 
order for 25 trolley busses to covert the 5 line between 
the Beach and Market Street--but not on Market Street, 
was also postponed indefinately. -- Guido 


Cable cars 503, 


510 and 519 have been painted a new 


green and cream combination harking back to the old United 
Railroads color combination. -= Golding 

Car 907 is operating with the trucks and motors of 
car 872 which was scrapped following a collision with a 


train. -=- Graham 


Iwo Ferries End 
War Services 


“The Sacramento River ferry Delta 
King was tuamed back to the River 
Lines after five years of war service 
as an Army troop carrier operating 
between Bay area bases. ‘ 

The U.S, Maritime Commission of- 
fered on the auction block the ferry 
Sierra “Nevada, which, during the 
war, carried workers to the Marin- 
ship Yards ‘at Sausalito, * 

Both the Delta King, and he 
sister ship, the Delta Queen, were 
used in the Bay transport service 
by the Army. 4 
MAY NOT RESUME 


Norvin Fay, general manager of | 


the River Lines, said increased oper- 
ating costs make it doubtful that 
the Delta King will return to its 
old run between San Francisco and 
Sacramento. He said the company 
is considering applying to the Rail- 
toad Commission for permission to 
OpeMe the vessel as 4 Summer 
excursion craft. 

‘The Sierra Nevada was built in 
1910 at the Moore and Scott Ship- 
yard, Oakland, and first was oper- 
ated as the Edward T. Jeffrey and 
later as the Feather River by the 
Western Pacific. She was renamed 
the Sierra Nevada when the South- 
ern Pacific took.her over in 1933. 
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Routes on Three Car Lines, 





Major sewer construction proj Mission oytbound to Fourteenth 
will force drastic changes in serVice|street, up Fourteenth to Valencia 
on the J, Nos. 22 and 9 street carjand out Valencia to Twenty-eighth 
lines and on the No. 1 bus route, the/street, 








Public Utilities an- 
nounced yesterday. Route No. 1 moter coaches will de- 
Beginning next Mcnday, J tour beginning next Monday frem 
will terminate at Twenty-fourth and|Thirtieth and Church streets over 
Church streets outbound, instead of |\Church, Duncan, Valencia and Mis- 
the present terminal at Thirtieth|sion streets to a terminal at Twenty- 
and Church. This will ‘continue|ninth and Mission streets. Leaving 
through Monday, March 18, after|the terminal, the coaches will oper- 
which the cars will be routed via Va-jate via Twenty-ninth street to San 
lencia, Mission and Twenty-ninth|Jose avenue, thence over the estab- 
streets to a terminus at Twenty-/lished route, reversing the present 
ninth and Noe. loop route. 
service for some J line} Beginning March 18, the No, ‘22 
sdileus' ts evento on the ine, soltene Orlianee cintet tang), Wil do- 
trolley coach line operating onjtour via Duboce avenue, Marke’ 
Bighteenth street; the No. 11 street |street to Twelfth street, along 
car line on Twenty-fourth street;|Market and Valencia to Sixteenth 
ithe No. 6 motor coach line on Twenty-/street, contixuing over the estab- 
fifth street, Ohurch and Twenty-jlished route. The return trip will 
fourth streets; and the Nos. 54 and|reverse this route. Service will be 
7 motor coach routes on Twenty-/jdiscontinued on Sixteenth street be- 
aixth street. Transfers from these|tween Valencia and Church and 
lines will be acceptable on J line cars|from Sixteenth and Church to Du- 
at their intersecting points on Va-|boce avenue. 
lencia street. The sewer Projects 
Beginning March 18 the No. 9jon Church between Twenty- 
cars will operate along the fullififth and Twenty-seventh streets 
length of Mission street from thejand between Market and Seven- 
Ferry building to Twenty-eighth/teenth streets will require at least 
street. At present, the cars operatejeight months to complete. 





Seven 





KEY SYSTEM PLANS TO MERGE BERKELEY LINES 
The Key System has agreed to merge its Grove 
Street and Telegraph Avenue street car lines to 
eliminate switching at University and Shattuck 
Avemues in Berkeley. This change is to take place 
around the end of February. --- Stein 
Trolley coaches for Arlington, Euclid and College Ave- 
me lines are beginning to arrive, but no overhead work except 
a few new span wires has been completed. --- Carpenter 
Street car 971 has a two foot wide, eight inch high strip 
of black and white striping in the front. Perhaps to disting- 
uish K cars on College Avenue on which the car is running. 
--=-Don Gunn 
street Car #380 has been sold to railfan Lowell Lass 
who has set it up, minus trucks, on his property in Castro 
Valley to house an "0" etal pei: systeme -- Cumming 


NARROW GAUGE EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

The War Assets Corp. has 500,000 worth of narrow 
gauge equipment originally built for the african campaign. 
The equipment now stored in the Government yard at Yermo, 
California, is up ror sale. The United Fruit Company has 
already purchased 18 locomotives, 200 box cars and 150 flat 
cars for its banana systeme - Goodell 


# 
LOS ANGELES TRANSIT LINES SELL Hoy FOR HOUSING 
Upwards or cars are expected to be 

LOS ANGELES sold by LATL in the current sales of old 

street cars which Los Angeles residents have 

been converting into homes. Most of the 

cars are of the center-entrance type amé are 
being sold through a local — 


PACIFIC CITY LINES SEEKING PORTLAND TRACTION AND PEPCO 

The Pacific City Lines has been reported as interested 
in acquiring the Portland, Oregon, transit system includ- 
ing both the Portland Traction and Portland Electric Power 
Company's interuban. Lines would be "modernized" with 
gas busses. -= Re V. Mills - Interubans 


RAILROAD BOOSTERS - NORTHERN CAL "ON THE AIR" 

The rivalry between San Francisco and Los Angeles will 
reach a new high when the Railroad Boosters of Los Angeles 
vie with the Northern California Railroad Club on Mutual's 
"Quiz of Two Cities" radio program April 27th. Write to 
The Western Railroader if you desire tickets to the San 
Francisco broadcast. 
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"OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB 
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